
James M. Fredrickson, Rest in Peace 

Jim Fredrickson, master railroad photographer and 

historian passed away April 15, 2016, at age 89 in Tacoma, 

Washington. Jim's memorial service was held May 13, 

2016 at 3:00 PM in the rotunda of the Tacoma Union 

Station, the building that he was so instrumental rallying 

support for it to be saved and become a Federal Court 

House. 

Jim started working for the Northern Pacific Railway 

(NP) in 1943 and retired from its successor, the Burlington 

Northern Railroad in 1981. He educated the majority of fans of the NP with his significant 

photos taken from the early 1940s into the 21st century and his operational knowledge of 

railroading.  

Jim wanted his substantial NP collection to go to the Northern Pacific Railway Historical 

Association (NPRHA) which has an Archive in St. Paul, Minnesota. However, Jim requested 

that his collection be kept on the west-end of the railroad in the Puget Sound region. This 

generated the initial motivation to form Pacific Northwest Railroad Archive (PNRA) as a place 

to preserve Jim's collection. 

In 2005, a group of NPRHA members started working at Jim's home to catalog his collection. 

That initial work evolved into a group that met each Wednesday for a total of six years and 

cataloged 80% of the collection before it was moved to PNRA in 2012. That group continues to 

work each Wednesday at the Archive. 

A summary of Jim's life was published in 2008 when he was honored at the annual NPRHA 

convention that was held in Tacoma that year and is in later pages of this document.  
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